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Essential Utilities Elevates Alexis Rodriguez to Vice President of Strategy and Corporate
Development

January 16, 2026
Rodriguez assumes his new role after five years with the company; Will continue to serve as Chief of Staff

BRYN MAWR, Pa.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Jan. 16, 2026-- Essential Utilities Inc. (NYSE: WTRG) announced today it named Alexis Rodriguez as Vice
President of Strategy and Corporate Development. Rodriguez has been with Essential for five years. He joined the company in 2020 as manager in
the Strategy and Corporate Development team.

This press release features multimedia. View the full release here: hitps://mww . businesswire.com/news/home/20260116015525/en/

In his new role, Rodriguez will lead the execution of Essential’s strategic
initiatives, as well as the execution of Aqua’s growth opportunities. For
this new role, he will report to Aqua President Colleen Arnold.

Alexis Rodriguez named Essential Utilities Vice President of Strategy

and Corporate Development. “Alexis has been an important part of this company for years, and we’re
excited to see him excel in his new role,” said Arnold. “His experience

and internal knowledge will be critical in supporting our growth as a company.”

Rodriguez will also continue to serve as Chief of Staff, to Chairman and CEO Christopher Franklin.

“I am thrilled to see Alexis serve Essential Utilities in an expanded role, while still bringing his exceptional value as my Chief of Staff,” said Franklin. “I
know he will continue to be an incredible asset as he leads the Strategy and Corporate Development team.”

Prior to his time at Essential, Rodriguez spent over four years in investment banking at Credit Suisse and nine years as an electrical engineer at
Siemens Energy. Rodriguez received a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from the University of Florida and a Master of Business
Administration from New York University’s Stern School of Business.

About Essential Utilities

Essential Utilities, Inc. (NYSE:WTRG) delivers safe, reliable services that improve quality of life for individuals, families and entire communities. With a
focus on water, wastewater and natural gas, Essential is committed to sustainable growth, operational excellence, a superior customer experience and
premier employer status. We are advocates for the communities we serve, donating more than $4 million from the Essential Foundation each year,
and are dedicated stewards of natural lands, protecting thousands of acres of forests and other habitats throughout our footprint.

Operating as the Aqua and Peoples brands, Essential serves approximately 5.5 million people across 9 states. Essential is one of the most significant
publicly traded water, wastewater service and natural gas providers in the U.S. Learn more at www.essential.co.
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